Open Arms in Shelfords/Stapleford (OASISS)

Welcoming Ukrainian Refugees to the Shelfords and Stapleford: a community initiative

Could you offer a room or rooms in your home to Ukrainian refugees?
If so, please respond no later than Wednesday, 23rd March. 
Please circulate this message to others who may be willing to help.

As we watch the terrible events in Ukraine unfold and the flood of refugees to neighbouring countries with far fewer resources, many among us have expressed a desire to open our homes to the women and children and older people who comprise the exodus from Ukraine. 

The Government has announced its initial plan for refugees, Homes for Ukraine, though there remain many questions unanswered around the initiative and phase 2, community projects, may take several weeks to be announced.  We would like to establish how many people could offer accommodation and exactly what they can offer before we form a community group response, encompassing the three villages of Great Shelford, Little Shelford, and Stapleford. 

We have contacts on the ground in Poland helping refugees and have also made links to the Cambridge University Ukrainian Society. There is also the resource of the Facebook page that seeks to link refugees with potential hosts. 

Our group will try to link with a community of refugees in transit from Ukraine or awaiting homes in a neighbouring country and will choose the nimblest path to get this initiative up and running.  This may be through a community submission to Homes for Ukraine or by pairing hosts with refugees for individual submissions, which ever works the fastest.

We believe our community approach will provide our guests with an immediate support network as they face the challenges of settling into a new environment and the sadnesses ahead that many may have to deal with if this war continues with more soldiers and citizens killed.

If you would like to offer accommodation, please could you let us know the answers to the questions below (email: openarmsgranta@gmail.com). Although the government scheme asks for a 6-month minimum commitment, this community scheme could be more flexible. 

We appreciate that the refugees will need much more than just accommodation. We can start to gather support for these other needs once we know that we can welcome people to our wonderful community.

As well as the individuals involved to date, local councillors, parish councillors, and church communities have shown great willingness to support this initiative.

1. How many people can you accommodate? Families are likely to be an unaccompanied mother and children (3 children in a family is not uncommon in Ukraine, or an older couple, and may include men)
Single adult
More than one adult
Adults with children (if so, how many children)
No preference

2. What space can you offer? Do consider pressure on bathrooms and kitchens when you consider available bedrooms.
	Rooms in a property with access to shared facilities
	A self-contained annexe/ an empty property
	Single room/s
	Double room/s

3. Would the space you offer be suitable for the very elderly or for someone with a disability in terms of access?

4. Are you able to commit to 6 months? If not, how long are you able to commit to providing space in your home? This could be, for example, relief accommodation for other hosts or as interim housing.

5. Do you mind telling us if you have a current DBS in place? We know that checks (quite rightly) will be part of any scheme.
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